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science and technology. However, discourse on the ‘President of Science’is rhetoric and has
no basis on historical fact. The development of science and technology in Korea cannot
be attributed only to the Park Chung Hee government; it continued during successive
governments. In such a successful national project, not only presidential leadership but also
cooperative involvement of decision makers, scientists and engineers, and foreign assistance
organizations were required. However, the presidential decision on the science project has
often been used for achieving Park’s political purposes, i.e., to maintain power with public
support. Also, because of the authoritarian nature of such political decision of government-
led science and technology policies was directed in a particular direction it caused a
variety of problems. Accordingly, although President Park Chung Hee's contribution to
the development of science and technology in Korea resulted in multiple results, but also

considerable limitations.

Key Words: Park Chung Hee; “President of Science” discourse; government-led;

modernization of the fatherland; scientists and engineers.

e Choi Hyung Sup and the Origins of the ‘Korean Development
Model’
Jae Yoon Im and Hyungsub Choi

This article critically reviews the “model” of Korean development designed by Choi Hyung
Sup, Minister of Science and Technology of the Park Chung Hee government. The model
has been an active template in Korea's official development assistance (ODA) of science
and technology. This acknowledgement comes from the belief that the model was effective
in the development of Korea, and it attained widespread support from senior scientists
and administrators of science in Korea. In this paper the authors highlight the fact that the
model was from the beginning designed to be applicable in other countries. The argument
is that the model was formulated within the context of Cold War development studies
supported by international organizations. Through the process, Choi’s model acquired its
characteristics of emphasizing legal and institutional set-ups, the role of national leaders

and the national laboratories in introducing, digesting, and improving high technology.

Key Words: Hyung Sup Choi; cold war; development theory; Korea Institute of Science
and Technology(KIST); international cooperation; official development assistance(ODA).
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